The Campaign in Poland.   Autumn, 1914
East now extended definitely over the 8th and gth Armies, and the staffs of the ist, 20th, i/th, 2nd, 5th and 6th Army Corps in the provinces of East and West Prussia, Pornerania, Posen and Silesia, rath the fortresses in those areas.
Subsequently Zastrow's Corps on the Soldau-Mlawa line, now under the orders of the Sth Army Headquarters, was brought under the direct command of the Commander-in-Chief in the East.
This linking-up of the commands turned out well. It relieved the Commander-in-Chief of the details of army command in the field. All the same, there were occasions when it was necessary to encroach on the jurisdiction of the armies by means of direct orders to their commanders, I did not much like intervening in this way, and at first perhaps I did so less than I should. I hope I hit on the right course later on.
The headquarters of the Commander-in-Chief in the East were moved to Posen. We had our quarters in the Royal Palace, and remained there until the beginning of February, 1915. This was a particularly harassing and busy time. Here began that regular way of life which I led until my resignation.
IX
All of us at General Headquarters were thoroughly imbued with a sense of our enormous responsibility and had no illusions at to what was at stake. In Posen it was easier than in Poland to feel the pulse of the home country and realize its fear of a hostile invasion, with all its terrible consequences. We could not help aggravating that fear by our military measures. The issue of the approaching battles was uncertain. The Russian superiority in numbers was great, our troops were much exhausted, and our Allies had but little fighting value.
From the frontier provinces the youths capable of bearing arms were removed. Strategical positions were reconnoitred and orders given for their construction. The mines in several districts of Poland had already been rendered unworkable, and
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